
 

 

 

EARLY DECEMBER SUPPLY GOOD, 
BUT DAIRY-QUALITY HAY STILL NEEDED  
Fae Holin, Communication Specialist, MFA 

Although dairy-quality hay is in demand and prices steady, the Upper 
Midwestern hay market had a good supply of hay available in early December, 
reports the Dec. 14 Hay Market Demand and Price Report for the Upper 
Midwest. 

Prime hay (greater than 151 RFV/RFQ) averaged $200/ton for large squares, 
$146/ton for large rounds and $249/ton for small squares in the Upper 
Midwest, reports Richard Halopka, the University of Wisconsin-Extension 
Clark County Crops & Soils Educator who compiles the twice-a-month report. 
Grade 1 (125-150 RFV/RFQ) large squares sold for $149/ton, large rounds, 
$131/ton, and small squares, $204/ton. Grade 2 (103-124 RFV/RFQ) large 
squares averaged $121/ton; large rounds, $101/ton. Grade 3 (87-102 
RFV/RFQ) large squares averaged $88/ton; large rounds, $79/ton. 

Wisconsin 

Premium alfalfa large squares averaged $250/ton at the Tim Slack Auction & 
Realty hay auction, held Dec. 16 at Lancaster. Good-quality alfalfa large 
squares sold for $180 to $195/ton while fair-quality large squares ranged from 
$140 to $175/ton. Good-quality alfalfa large rounds ranged from $150 to 
$160/ton; fair-quality, $110 to $120/ton, and wrapped large rounds, $95/ton. 
Good-quality small squares auctioned for $4.25-4.75/bale. Good-quality grass sold for $120-175/ton in large squares 
and $110-160/ton in large rounds. 

High-quality second- and third-crop alfalfa ranged from $160 to $210/ton while high-quality first-crop hay ranged from 
$80 to $150/ton at the Dec. 16 Equity Cooperative hay auction at Reedsville. Low-quality hay sold for $75/ton and 
lower. 

Minnesota 

Good-quality alfalfa large squares, ranged from $120 to $135/ton at the Dec. 15 Pipestone Hay and Straw Auction, 
according to USDA’s Dec. 17 Market News report. Large rounds of the same quality hay sold for $120-125/ton. Fair-
quality alfalfa large rounds averaged $115/ton; utility large rounds, $55/ton. Premium alfalfa-grass small squares 
averaged $160/ton; good-quality large rounds sold for $125-135/ton. Utility mixed-hay large rounds averaged $80/ton. 
Premium grass large rounds priced at $110-120/ton; small squares, $140/ton. Good-quality grass large rounds ranged 
from $80 to $90/ton and small squares, $105/ton. Fair-quality grass large rounds ranged from $65 to $80/ton and utility 
large rounds, $50 to $65/ton. Large rounds of fair-quality oat hay priced at $65/ton and wheat large squares averaged 
$37/ton. 

Iowa 

Good-quality alfalfa large squares ranged from $175 to $210/ton while fair-quality alfalfa large squares sold for $105-
175/ton at the Dec. 16 Dyersville Sales Co. hay auction. Good-quality alfalfa large rounds sold for $110-167.50/ton; 
fair-quality, $85-120/ton; and utility, $50-80/ton. Alfalfa-grass good-quality large squares ranged from $175 to $210/ton; 
large rounds, $110 to $167.50/ton. Grass good-quality large squares priced at $125-160/ton; large rounds, $100-
140/ton. 

Third-crop alfalfa large squares topped at $145-150/ton at the Fort Atkinson Hay Dec. 16 auction. First-crop alfalfa 
large squares priced at $120-165/ton; second-crop, $105-165/ton. Second-crop alfalfa large rounds ranged from $80 
up to $155/ton; first-crop, $40 to $140/ton; and third-crop, $110 to 140/ton. Second- and third-crop alfalfa small squares 
averaged $220/ton and $200/ton, respectively. Grass large squares averaged $105/ton; grass large rounds ranged 
from $75 to $150/ton. Oats large rounds ranged from $20 to $70/ton. 

Premium medium squares of alfalfa averaged $195/ton, and good-to-premium medium squares, $165/ton, at the Dec. 
17 Rock Valley Hay Auction, according to USDA’s Market News report of the same date. Good-quality large squares 
ranged from $145 to $155/ton; medium squares, $132.50 to $147.50/ton, and large rounds, $135 to $157.50/ton. Fair- 
to good-quality alfalfa large rounds sold for $117.50-132.50.ton. Fair-quality large squares averaged $115/ton and 
large rounds priced at $102.50-115/ton. Utility- to fair-quality alfalfa large rounds averaged $90/ton. Alfalfa-grass fair- 
to good-quality large rounds sold for $110/ton. Grass fair- to good-quality large squares ranged from $117.50 to 
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$120/ton; large rounds, $112.50 to $122.50/ton. Fair-quality grass large rounds sold for $92.50-105/ton; utility- to fair-
quality grass large squares, $75/ton and large rounds, $77.50-90/ton. Utility grass large rounds sold for $75/ton. Alfalfa-
oat large rounds sold for $67.50/ton; utility oat large rounds, $70/ton; utility rye grass large rounds, $62.50/ton. 
Prairie/meadow grass large rounds, at fair to good quality, averaged $125/ton. 

South Dakota 

Supreme alfalfa large squares sold for $200-220/ton while good- to premium-quality large rounds brought $160/ton at 
auction, according to the Dec. 18 South Dakota Direct Hay Report. Alfalfa good-quality large rounds averaged 
$130/ton. Wheat large squares priced at $120/ton; large rounds, $40/bale. 

Good-quality alfalfa large rounds ranged from $110 to $117.50/ton, fair-quality large rounds, $92.50 to $102.50, and 
utility large rounds, $67.50 to $90/ton at the Dec. 14 Dakota Hay Auction at Corsica, according to USDA’s Dec. 17 
Market News report. Good-quality grass large rounds sold for $77.50-80/ton; fair-quality large rounds, $60-72.50/ton; 
and utility grass large rounds, $57.50/ton. Fair-quality oat large rounds averaged $70/ton. 
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