
 

 

 

UPPER MIDWESTERN HAY MARKET STEADY BUT SLIPPING SLIGHTLY 
Fae Holin, MFA Communication Specialist 

December brought a steady hay market but, as supply 
became more available across the Upper Midwest, some 
weakness as well, according to the Dec. 10 Hay Market 
Demand and Price Report for the Upper Midwest. 

Alfalfa large squares averaged $204/ton; large rounds, 
$158/ton; and small squares, $247/ton sold at prime (greater 
than 151 RFV/RFQ) quality across the Upper Midwest, 
according to the University Wisconsin-Extension market 
report. Grade 1 (125-150 RFV/RFQ) hay was $163/ton for 
large squares, $142/ton for large rounds, and $198/ton for 
small squares. Grade 2 (103-124 RFV/RFQ) alfalfa large 
squares averaged $130/ton; large rounds, $116/ton. Grade 3 
(87-102 RFV/RFQ) large squares sold for $99/ton; large 
rounds, $102/ton. 

Wisconsin 

Second-crop alfalfa large squares ranged from $172.50 to 
$210/ton; third-crop, $170-187.50/ton at the Dec. 15 
Reynolds Livestock auction at Dodgeville. Third-crop alfalfa 
large rounds sold for $80-180/ton; second-crop, $145-
180/ton; and first-crop, $132.50-160/ton. Third-crop alfalfa 
small squares averaged $90/ton. Grass large rounds went for 
$105-160/ton; oat large rounds wrapped sold for $90-120/ton.  

Good-quality hay sold well at the Tim Slack Auction & Realty Dec. 19 sale at Lancaster. Good-quality large squares of 
alfalfa brought $162.50-220/ton; large rounds, $147.50-187.50/ton; and small squares, $4/bale. Fair-quality alfalfa 
large squares averaged $140/ton; wrapped large squares brought $135/ton. Wrapped round bales ranged from $140 
to $170/ton. Grass good-quality large squares sold for $165-180/ton; large rounds, $145-162.50/ton. Fair-quality large 
squares sold for $130/ton; wrapped round bales brought $135/ton. 

High-quality second- and third-crop alfalfa ranged from $180 to $275/ton at the Equity Cooperative Dec. 12 auction. 
High-quality first-crop alfalfa sold for $170-220/ton, and low-quality hay was $160/ton and lower. 

Minnesota 

Only one load each of supreme and premium alfalfa small squares sold, for $250/ton and $195/ton, respectively, at 
the Dec. 18 Pipestone, MN, Hay and Straw Auction, according to USDA’s Dec. 19 Ag Market News report. Good-
quality alfalfa large rounds sold for $150-165/ton; fair-quality alfalfa large rounds, $120-140/ton. Utility alfalfa large 
rounds were $100/ton. Just one load each of premium and fair-quality alfalfa-grass large rounds sold for $185/ton and 
$105/ton, respectively. Premium grass large rounds sold for $150-160/ton. Good-quality grass large rounds went for 
$120-140/ton; small squares, $130/ton. Fair-quality grass large rounds priced at $95-110/ton; small squares, 
$110/ton; and utility large rounds, $65-90/ton. 

Iowa 

USDA’s Iowa Hay Summary for Dec. 14 reports hay prices steady to slightly higher. “Buyers continued to chase top 
quality of hay,” according to the summary. “However, most of the top of the line hay was packaged as small squares. 
Buyers of alfalfa/grass combinations had their choice of bale sizes and shapes. But again, availability was tight.  
Buyers who did not lock in hay supplies earlier this year may struggle to fill their needs. Parts of Iowa are reporting 
pregnant cows going to market due to shortfall of quality hay for the winter.” 

Supreme alfalfa small squares auctioned for $300-360/ton. Alfalfa-grass premium small squares were $210-280/ton; 
large squares, $195-255/ton; and large rounds, $190-205/ton, respectively. Good-quality alfalfa-grass large squares 
and large rounds were $180-190/ton. 

Good-quality grass large squares ranged from $165 to 180/ton; fair-quality grass large rounds, $115-170/ton; and 
utility grass large rounds, $70-140/ton. Good-quality oat hay large rounds sold for $70-75/ton. 
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Demand was good except for lower-quality grass hay due to a mild winter allowing stalk grazing, according to the 
Dec. 19 Dyersville Sales Co. hay auction. Supreme alfalfa large squares brought $300/ton; premium, $310/ton; good-
quality, $200-250/ton; and fair-quality, $180-200/ton. Good-quality alfalfa large rounds ranged from $150 to $200/ton; 
fair quality, $115-145/ton; and utility, $100-115/ton. Alfalfa-grass good-quality large squares sold for $180-250/ton; 
large rounds, $145-180/ton. Good-quality grass large rounds auctioned for $120-160/ton. 

Third-crop alfalfa large squares ranged from $135 to $215/ton at the Fort Atkinson Dec. 19 hay auction, with second- 
and first-crop large squares bringing $190/ton and $175/ton, respectively. Third-crop alfalfa large rounds ranged from 
$125 to $205/ton; second-crop, $75-205/ton; and first-crop, $100-145/ton. Third-crop small squares sold for $300/ton; 
second-crop, $240-295/ton. Grass large rounds ranged from $60 to $135/ton. 

Premium alfalfa large squares and large rounds were reported as averaging $162.50/ton at the Dec. 13 Rock Valley 
Hay Auction, reports USDA’s Ag Market News for Dec. 14. The largest amount of alfalfa sold at the auction was in 
good-quality large rounds, priced at $140-155/ton. Fair-quality alfalfa large rounds ranged from $127.50 to $137.50/ton 
while utility alfalfa large rounds sold for $85-97.50/ton. 

Good-quality alfalfa-grass large rounds were $145/ton; fair-quality, $122.50/ton; utility, $85/ton. Premium grass large 
rounds priced at $152.50-175/ton; good-quality, $130-147.50/ton; fair-quality, $100-127.50/ton; utility, $82.50-
87.50/ton. Large rounds of oat hay averaged $112.50/ton. 

South Dakota 

Alfalfa hay sales were steady to instances of $25/ton higher, reports USDA’s South Dakota Weekly Hay Summary 
posted Dec. 14. Demand was very good for dairy-quality hay, which was limited in supply. “Large squares are hard to 
come by as the wet summer made for poor curing conditions; producers had to put the hay up in a round bale in order 
for it to keep,” the summary cites. 

In the East River area, supreme alfalfa large squares averaged $230/ton; small squares, $6.50-7.50/bale. Premium 
large squares of alfalfa averaged $200/ton; good-quality, $180/ton; fair-quality, $150/ton. Good-quality alfalfa large 
rounds averaged $140/ton; utility, $100/ton. Alfalfa-grass good-quality large rounds sold for $140/ton and $155/ton 
delivered. Grass good-quality large squares averaged $150/ton. 

No sales were reported for the West River area. 

Good-quality alfalfa large rounds sold for $90-110/ton at the Dec. 17 Corsica, SD, Hay and Straw Auction, according 
to USDA’s Dec. 17 Ag Market News report. Fair-quality alfalfa large rounds went for $57.50-85/ton. Good-quality 
grass large rounds were $95-$112.50/ton; fair-quality, $62.50-82.50/ton. 
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