
 
 
MID-DECEMBER MIDWESTERN HAY MARKET STEADY TO WEAKER 
Fae Holin, MFA Communication Specialist 
 
The mid-December hay market looks to be steady to weaker with quality hay supply still sparse. The following 
are the most recent prices available at presstime. 

Wisconsin 
Alfalfa third-crop large squares averaged $60-150/ton during the Reynolds Livestock auction at Dodgeville on 
Dec. 17. Second-crop large squares sold for $40-85/ton while second-crop large rounds went for $30-65/ton. 
First-crop large rounds averaged $50-70/ton. Third-crop large squares of poor-quality hay sold for $30-55/ton. 
Grassy large rounds sold for $67.50-$80/ton. 

At the Fennimore Livestock Exchange's Dec. 19 hay auction, large square, large round, and small square dairy 
hay averaged $120-130/ton, $80-100ton, and $2.50-3.20/bale, respectively. Dry-cow/beef-quality hay sold for 
$30-70/ton. 

Iowa 
The Dec. 16 Iowa Hay Summary gathered by USDA out of Des Moines reports the only straight alfalfa hay sales 
were of premium small squares averaging $200-240/ton. Alfalfa-grass hay brought supreme small squares at 
$250/ton. Premium alfalfa-grass small squares, large squares, and large rounds averaged $180-185/ton, $150-
200/ton, and $105/ton, respectively. Good-quality alfalfa-grass hay averaged $80-115/ton in large squares and 
$70-95/ton in large rounds. Fair-quality mixed hay sold for $100/ton in small squares. Good-quality grass hay 
large rounds averaged $70-85/ton. 

A steady-to-weak hay market was reported in USDA’s hay summary of the Rock Valley (IA) Hay Auction, held 
Dec. 19. “Alfalfa quality was average, while grass was mostly fair,” the market reporter wrote. 

Alfalfa sold for $95-100/ton and $90-105/ton in good-quality large squares and large rounds, respectively. Fair-
quality alfalfa large squares averaged $80-85/ton; large rounds, $75-85/ton. Alfalfa-grass utility large rounds 
went for $50/ton. Grass hay averaged $127.50/ton in premium large rounds; $80-92.50/ton in good-quality large 
rounds; and $77.50/ton and $60/ton in fair-quality large squares and large rounds, respectively. 

Minnesota 
Good-quality alfalfa averaged $70-75/ton in large squares, $70-85/ton in large rounds, and $80-100/ton in small 
squares at the Dec. 20 Pipestone, MN, Hay and Straw Auction, according to the Dec. 20 USDA Market Report. 
Fair-quality alfalfa large rounds sold for $55-60/ton. 

Alfalfa-grass hay averaged $100/ton in premium small squares and $70-75/ton and $70/ton in good-quality large 
rounds and small squares, respectively. Fair-quality mixed hay large rounds sold for $55-60/ton. 

Premium grass hay averaged $80-90/ton in large rounds and $100/ton in small squares. Good-quality grass 
large rounds averaged $55-70/ton; fair-quality grass large rounds, $45-50/ton; and utility large rounds, $35/ton. 

South Dakota 
Only 13 loads sold at the Dec. 19 Corsica, SD, Hay and Straw Auction compared to 23 loads sold the previous 
week, according to the Dec. 20 USDA Market Report. Good-quality alfalfa large rounds averaged $77.50-
87.50/ton, while fair-quality large rounds sold for $70-72.50/ton. Good-quality grass large rounds averaged $80-
87.50/ton. 

Demand and interest at the East River South Dakota Hay Market is “moderate at best, as end-users are currently 
only looking to purchase hay for immediate needs,” according to the Dec. 16 USDA Market Report. “The mostly 
open fall has allowed cattle producers to keep cows out on stalks and limit their hay needs.” 

Alfalfa supreme large squares and small squares averaged $180-200/ton and $170-212/ton, respectively. 
Premium alfalfa large squares sold for $165/ton; good-quality large squares and large rounds, $150/ton and 
$100/ton, respectively; and fair-quality large rounds, $100/ton. Utility alfalfa hay, in large rounds, sold for $75/ton. 
Good-quality alfalfa-grass hay, also in large rounds, went for $115/ton. Grass hay averaged $120/ton in premium 
large rounds, $100/ton in good-quality large rounds, $80/ton in fair-quality large squares, and $70-75/ton in 
utility- to fair-quality large rounds. 

For the final 2016 report on hay prices around the Upper Midwest, called the Hay Market Demand and Price 
Report for the Upper Midwest, visit this link the last week in December.  
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